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Chapter Bechuanaland. It was indeed proposed, when the South
Africa Act, 1909, was passed, that these territories
should be handed over at no distant date, and terms
for their administration, to secure native interests,
were duly imposed in a schedule to the Act, and pro-
vision made that these conditions could not be varied
save by a reserved bill of the Union. With the new
doctrine of the powers of the Union reservation would
be meaningless, and the treatment of natives in the
Union has rendered the inhabitants of the territories
more and more disinclined to fall under Union rule, nor
does it seem that the British Government has any
moral right to abandon control of these areas without
the assent of the chiefs and people so far as they are
capable of expressing their views. The separation of
the offices of Governor-General and High Commissioner
in 1930 was obviously necessary when the Governor-
General became merely the head of the Union Govern-
ment, since it would have been unwise to place him in
a position where the wishes of the Union Government
might have conflicted with his duty to the territories,
and the British Government now has clear and inde-
pendent authority.1
1 S. v. Crewe*, Sekgome, Ex parte, [1910] 2 K.B. 576; Sobhuza IL v.
Milkr and the Swaziland Corporation, [1926] A.C. 518; Tshekedi Khama
T. Ratihwa, [1931] A.C. 784.